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To the Pope, Nicholas V, who alone had laboured to pre-
vent it, the fall of Constantinople was the cause of the deep-
est grief. He tried to rouse France, England, Germany, and
Venice to retake Constantinople and turn the Turks out of
Europe But what with the incapacity of the Emperor Fred-
erick III and the general disunion between the different
countries, he could effect nothing After two years he died
(1455), it was said of grief and horror at the capture of the
Christian city by the infidel, and at his failure to rouse the
Western nations to retake it.

To Venice the fall of her rival was her doom; she began
to decay from that hour, losing territory after territory to
the Turks, and her commerce at the same time. It was a
just retribution. For it was the crime of her treacherous at-
tack upon and capture of Constantinople in 1204 (committed
under the name of a "crusade," and solely to satisfy her in-
satiable greed of wealth) which so weakened the Eastern
Empire that the decline in power wrought thereby ended, after
two hundred and fifty years of constant defeat, in the final
fall of Constantinople, and brought the Turks into Europe.
And it was fitting that on Venice should fall the chief pun-
ishment. Her wealth rapidly departed; others, Portugal espe-
cially, gained the commerce which she lost; and by the end
of the century the decay of the once mighty Republic was
fully established.

To Florence the fall of Constantinople was a gain. It scat-
tered westwards all that accumulation of the ancient learning
which Constantinople had so long preserved, most of which
naturally gravitated to the city where many of the leading
men of Constantinople had been hospitably entertained only
fourteen years before, and where they knew they would find
friends. And this helped forward still further that pre-emi-
nence in Learning and Art which was Florence's greatest
glory.

As to what happened to Constantinople itself, that is best
told in a single sentence by a traveller of our own day, who